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~ Study Said to Show Bomb Lull i : 
_ Were Meant to Placate’ Publi¢ 


ees - “fSouth Vietnam began after Mr. imitation ae 
-“ The New York Times iiionnon completely stopped) Weather, a tee renee 
restrained by Federal court the air attacks on the North! fs any event be limited at least 
‘order from publishing its own on Oct. 31, 1968. ; .,{for the next four weeks or so 
cuticles on the Pentagon study. The Post article said that in) onion we tentatively. envis- 
the following.dispatch is based the 1965-68 period, before the ‘ane as‘a maximum testing pe-. 
on the second article in a simi. Paris sessionsbegan, the Ponta-/ a ne any event. Hence, we 
lar series in The Washington: £00 study reported: “The most are lee iving up anything 
Post, It was distributed by The UBCcompromising “U.S. planners really Serious in P hiss time 
Associated Press to all” itslinsisted that the enomy would] frame.” 

newspaper, radio and eee boating the. pauses in the Could Be Used in Laos’ 


subscribers, .. . fbombing as a sign of American|: “Moreover,” the message 

WASHINGTON, June 18 (AP) softness.” +X continued, “air power now be- 
--The Washington Post re- Conseqquently, the failureping used north of 20th can} 
ported tonight that secret Pen. fof the Communist side to make probably be used in Laos, where 
tagon papers showed that the! conciliatory response to each} no policy change planned and 
Johnson Administration’s strat-bombing lull was used as an in SVN (South Vietnam). 
egists had little expectation@™sument for escalating US.Ji “Insofar as our announce- 


that the pauses in the bombing|™VOlvement, either in the air|-ment foreshadows any possi- 
of North Vietnam in 1965 Aidt cae oe ee bility of a couple. bonbine 
baile would produce peace usually “both,” the Post article|.Steppage, in the event Hanoi! 
talks. 2! Ahead” ; really’ exercises reciprocal re- 
_ But the Jhonson Administra- ae ‘de wee ig | | 
tion policy-makers did believe . ee ae ae Straints, we regard this as uns 


' : likely... .”. 
the halts Washington ordered| between the hawks and doves Petes Post article notes that 


from time to time in its air this ; : 

attacks on North Vietnam tecied ta cane ogy A a Pio-|ithis message to U. S. ambassa- 

“would help placate domestic n priva , i d, jdors abroad clearly did not en- 

and world opinion,” according Proposal Laid to Rusk iticipate Johnson’s surprise an- 

‘to the account appearing in} One of the matters that has) BOUNcement, at the end of his! 
~:( today’s issue of The Post. been subject of public debate: Match 31, 1968, bomb-halt 

The Post’s article, by, Murrey|had some new light shed on it, Speech, that he would not run 

~.- Marder, said: ..., faccording to the Post's account.| #8ain for President. 

“The Pentagon study  dis-| This was whether it was Secre-;,, ,The Pentagon study is quot- 
closes that some strategists in|tary of State Dean Rusk, re-.ed as-having said Mr. Rusk 
‘the Johnson Administration} garded by some as a hawk on Wrote & memorandum in July, 

_ Planned to use unproductive| Vietnam, or Secretary of De-|!965, saying: ; 
bombing pauses as a justifica-|fense Clark M. Clifford, sub-|],,,2fe central objective of the 
tion for escalating the war. {sequently a war critic, whoj|United States in South Viet- 

‘This idea was first outlined) proposed the partial bombing||"@m must be to insure that 
privately by U.S, officials soon|halt in 1968. North Vietnam not succeed in 
after the bomgings of the North] The Pentagon study confirms|/t@king over or determining the 
began in 1965. it was Mr. Rusk in early March, |{Uture of South Vietnam. by 

‘These planners regarded the] 1968—~as Mr. Johnson has said |force. : : 
lulls in bombing as a “ratchet”}—rather than Mr. Clifford, who | _,..V€ must accomplish this 
-to reduce tension and then in-| suggested the partial halt, the |bJective. without a general 
tensify it, to produce “onel.story said __ [war af possible, . , . The integ- 
more tum of the screw’ inj. But the Pentagon documents {tity 0 fthe U. S. commitment 
order to ‘crack. the enemy’s| also indicated that Mr. Rusk’s' 48 the principal pillar of peace 
‘resistance to negotiations,’ the| “fundamental commitment to /throughout the world, If that 

‘report states.” Bowe achieving the original goals of [Commitment becomes unreli- 
Terms Ireconeilable’ the war ‘was unchanged” while’ |@ble, the Communist world 
ge " f Mr. Clifford became convinced {WOuld certainly draw conclu- 
4, throughout — these. years! that the war was hopeless, the |S!0ns that would lead to our 
American, officials regarded|,Post said. : ruin and almost certainly to a 
‘their. terms for peace as virtu- One of the documents quoted |C@tastrophic war.” | = 
vally irreconcilible with the con-!tram the Pentagon study wasi] Phe Post said the Pentagon| 
ditions offered by North Viet-|la State Department cable prior||Study credited former Secretary 
nam and -the Vietcong. They'to the partial halt in March,|/0f Defense Robert S. McNa- 
recognized. that the terms forilges.  ~ "|imara -and the late Assistant 
peace talks“would have to bel “You should make clear that||[Secretary of Defense for Inter- 
eased before negotiations could! tanoi is most likely to -de- nal Security Affairs, John Mc- 
even begin,” .. 4 - |nonuce (the partial bomb halt|/Naughton, in July, 1965, with 
United — States-North | Viet-Jand the accompanying offer to|Proposing a major 37-day bomb 
namesé talks finally got under Hanoi to ‘not take advantage’|halt at the end of the year. - 
way in Paris after President lof it) project and thus free our The first pause in the United 
Lyndon B Johnson halted thejhand after a short period,” the}States air strikes on Northi 
bombing of the northern parts|diplomatic cable is quoted as|Vietnam. had taken place :-in/ 
of North Vietnam on March 3I, having said. ; _ }May of that year. . Z 7 
1968, Broader Paris discussions It also. said: “In ‘view of 
including’ the Vietcong - and] * a ear ee ee Se, a : 
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